WIRRAL COUNCIL AND TRANSITION TOWN WEST KIRBY MEETING

6.00 PM, 28 OCTOBER 2009

Lower Ground Floor Conference Room

Cheshire Lines Building

Birkenhead
1.
Introduction and Apologies

Present: Tony Dodd, Energy Manager, Hazel Edwards, Climate Change Officer, Wirral   Council, Margaret Campbell, Ian Campbell, Patrick Cleary, Stefan Nicholls, Transition Town West Kirby, Councillor Peter Reisdorf, Wirral Council

Apologies: Brian Anderson, Wirral Council, Head of Building Design & Development Control

2.
Purpose of Meeting

Tony Dodd welcomed everyone and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to make reciprocal presentations on behalf of the Council and Transition Town West Kirby [TTWK] with regard to their respective activities around climate change and to discuss potential areas for joint working with TTWK.


3.
Presentation: Wirral Council’s Climate Change Activities to Date


TD gave a brief presentation on the Council’s Climate Change activities and there was then discussion around the CRed initiative that the Council will soon be launching and how this may be able to assist TTWK in their activities, the 10:10 campaign and information on some of the websites that TTWK use with regard to carbon calculation. 

Agreed: It would be useful for TD/HE to view the following websites: carbonindependent.org; and, 350.org


4.
Presentation: TTWK Background and Activities


TTWK then gave a brief presentation on the role of the group and the numerous activities it is involved in with regard to Peak Oil and Climate Change. TTWK initial focus was mainly around raising awareness on these issues and in the past 12 months has produced publicity materials for events that they have circulated to the community of West Kirby. These events include practical help and activities as well as speakers on some of the issues relating to Transition Town.

TTWK's activities have now assumed a more practical nature and TTWK have been involved in a number of campaigns for the local area including securing land in West Kirby for the use as allotments following successful negotiations with the Council.

Ultimately, TTWK would like to see a Wirral Transition Town being formed and confirmed that there is interest around this with growing interest in other wards to seek Transition Town status, however TTWK acknowledge that at the present time, there may be more benefit in adopting an area-by-area approach with a view to eventually increasing the initiative on a borough-wide scale.  

MC said that she has been in contact with around 120 local food producers with a view to setting up a Farmers Market and that this would be one way of helping to promote the idea of food security and self-sufficiency and avoid unnecessary carbon miles being added to food and produce that is brought into the local area.

5.
Potential Areas for Joint Working: To support NI 186

MC felt that in the past, communication with the Council has been difficult and that often there has been a lack of response from officers when TTWK has asked for assistance with regard to promotion of events and TTWK would like to see the Council take more interest in their activities. TD confirmed CRed could be useful in assisting with this aim.

Agreed: HE to become point of contact for TTWK to assist with: signposting to relevant Council services; appropriate officers; and, information sharing with regard to TTWK awareness raising and events.

TTWK feel that they can offer assistance to the Council by way of promotion of Council events and vice versa, particularly with encouraging local people to attend and get involved in events and activities. 

Agreed: Basis of joint working formed around: information sharing; raising awareness; and, where appropriate, informing and supporting each other’s events and activities by distributing leaflets and/or posters or providing information at climate change themed events. 

SN discussed the idea of an ‘Open Space’ event to be organised and held in Wirral following a similar and successful event in Chester. An event of this nature is designed to generate interest and raise awareness around climate change issues and effects and the future of Peak Oil. TTWK are keen to work in collaboration with Wirral Council to run an Open Space event on the Wirral to raise the consciousness around Peak Oil and Climate Change.  The event would be co-hosted (Council/TTWK) with the Council providing the venue, publicity, refreshments (including lunch) and agency participation, and TTWK co-ordinating facilitation, community participation and programme/workshop planning and delivery. Ideally, the event would lead to the generation of a document similar to the forward looking document produced in CWAC ('Vision 2050: A sustainable future for Cheshire West and Chester'). There was some discussion around the feasibility of the idea and an explanation of the limitations upon the Council in terms of the costs involved in providing a venue.

Agreed: Councillor Reisdorf to discuss with members and report back to TD/HE. 

In summary: It was agreed that a reciprocal arrangement between the Council and TTWK is formed. The Council will provide support and assistance to signpost TTWK to the relevant officers when required for the promotion of their events and activities. 

6.
Any Other Business

Agreed: TTWK to contribute to Council’s Climate Change Activities - Delivery Plan. HE to send electronic copy of template to MC.

7.
Future Meetings

No date agreed however, MC will continue to attend the Council’s Nottingham Declaration Action Group where the opportunity to network with the Council’s Partner organisations should ensure that TTWK is kept informed of the Climate Change activities and actions of the Group and is able to contribute fully to this process. 

