Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

FAO Sue Weldon

Corporate Policy Team

Wallasey Town Hall

Brighton Street

Wirral CH44 8ED

Dear Sir/Madam

We would like to submit a response to Wirral’s draft Sustainable Community Strategy on behalf of Transition Town West Kirby.

In summary, we feel that the draft Strategy does not adequately incorporate the latest thinking on responding to climate change, the end of cheap oil and creating resilient local economies.

Over the last 12 months, the LGA has published some important conclusions and recommendations:

(1) “Each local authority, working with their LSP, should put tackling climate change, both mitigation and adaptation, at the centre of their vision for their communities and enshrine it in their strategic statements including the sustainable community strategy, local development framework, local transport plan and LAA.” (A Climate of Change - The Final Report of the LGA Climate Change Commission, 2008)

(2) “climatic events can have a major impact on households (including people’s health), businesses, critical infrastructure (such as roads, railways, water treatment works or electricity generation) and vulnerable sections of society (such as the poor or elderly), as well as having a major economic impact.” (Be Aware, Be Prepared, Take Action - how to integrate climate change adaptation strategies into local government, LGA, 2008)

(3) The implications of the end of cheap oil are considered in Volatile Times - transport, climate change and the price of oil (LGA, 2008).  This states that the most obvious challenge will be the impact on household budgets, and that older people and those with limited mobility will  also be disproportionately affected, as will businesses that rely heavily on oil.  The report makes recommendations to local authorities about practical steps they can take to help households and businesses adapt.

Furthermore, the Climate Change Act 2008 commits the UK Government to an 80% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2050. 

However, Part 1 of Wirral’s Sustainable Community Strategy (Wirral’s Story of Place) does not include these considerations. Consequently, Parts 2 and 3 do not integrate adaptive strategies into the actions needed for a sustainable community.

We believe that these omissions should be corrected, and that the Strategy should do more to assess the risks posed locally by the end of cheap oil and by climate change.  It should include adaptation strategies and plan for the opportunities created by the inevitable move towards a low-carbon economy.

Other local authorities have written Sustainable Community Strategies that include a range of actions, such as

 - Developing an understanding in the private sector about climate change mitigation and adaptation through information and engagement.

 - Supporting the adaptation of businesses to the challenges of successful operation in a low-carbon economy.

 - Encouraging new businesses in key areas of growth such as low-carbon, high-technology industries and care services.

 - Developing a sustained and positive ‘keep it local’ campaign/brand -  encouraging sustainable, local procurement and consumption, encouraging the development of greater links between local produce and goods with tourism.

 - Adopting with strategic partners a policy for the local sourcing of materials, supplies and expertise in the design and construction of public spaces and buildings.

 - Adopting NI 191 (residual household waste per head), and not just amount recycled.

 - Adopting NI 175 (access to services and facilities by public transport, walking and cycling)

 - Providing, with strategic partners, a range of good practice examples that meet the sustainability needs of residents, businesses and organisations in the Borough through its website and events.

 - Working with farmers to increase local food production and distribution to address rising food costs and cut food miles, and encouraging people to grow their own food for a healthier lifestyle.

 - Developing the economy to maximise the potential for the Borough to meet its needs for services and goods (including food and energy) locally.

Wirral should adopt similar actions in its Strategy.

In addition, we note that adult and child accidents have been identified as a priority area, and yet there is no discussion of strategies for improvement.  We would like the Council to implement a default urban 20mph zone, as recommended in Ending the Scandal of Complacency: Road Safety beyond 2010 (The Eleventh Report of  House of Commons Transport Committee, 2008).  Some key points from the Report are:

(1)  “Immediate improvements to road safety can be enjoyed by reducing the default urban speed limit to 20 mph. The evidence in its favour is strong. In Hull, where a 20 mph limit has been rolled out in 118 zones over the past five years, overall injuries have declined by 60%. Moreover, child pedestrian injuries have declined by 75%.“

(2) “More fundamentally, speeding traffic is among the biggest barriers preventing greater uptake of zero-emission modes of transport such as walking and cycling. Other cities that have adopted area-wide 20 mph limits, such as Graz in Austria, have experienced significant modal shifts from motor vehicles to walking and cycling. This also contributes to an overall reduction in CO2 emissions.”

In conclusion, the LGA and the Government agree that the end of cheap oil and climate change will have major local impacts for every community.  If Wirral’s Sustainable Community Strategy does not assess the risks and does not include plans for the inevitable move towards a low-carbon economy, it will not be truly addressing the challenges that lie ahead.

Yours Faithfully

Ian Campbell, 

on behalf of the Working Groups of Transition Town West Kirby

(a response to Wirral’s draft Sustainable Community Strategy – continued)
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