Climate change and peak oil are the key drivers behind the Transition movement. Climate change tells us we should cut our energy consumption while peak oil means that we have to. As we face the inexorable rise in the gap between oil consumption and oil discoveries (slide 3) the need for urgent action intensifies. As the FT of October 29th reports:
World will struggle to meet oil demand 
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Output from the world’s oilfields is declining faster than previously thought, the first authoritative public study of the biggest fields shows.

Without extra investment to raise production, the natural annual rate of output decline is 9.1 per cent, the International Energy Agency says in its annual report, the World Energy Outlook, a draft of which has been obtained by the Financial Times.

The findings suggest the world will struggle to produce enough oil to make up for steep declines in existing fields, such as those in the North Sea, Russia and Alaska, and meet long-term de​mand. The effort will become even more acute as prices fall and investment decisions are delayed. 

This points to a much steeper decline in future oil availability than what we have seen to date and which has caused such huge upheavals in the global economy (slide 5).
Transition says that we have to face the wave of oil depletion and it’s far better to ride that wave than being engulfed by it.

Until recently, oil prices have been soaring which has given people a real incentive to adjust their behaviour (slide 7). We therefore see huge economic tides such as collapsing demand for Aga cookers, motor cars and flying. We have also seen a huge drop in the value of our currency which can have a major impact on business especially if you are selling locally but importing basic materials. Given the rapid declines in UK oil and gas the prognosis for our trade balance and currency value is quite alarming.

While society is beginning to shun the more excessive symptoms of our oil addiction it is also reverting to practises more familiar to a low energy society (slide 8). Wood burning, vegetable growing, domestic holidaying, cycling and chicken keeping are all booming. 
The Transition view is that this marks the beginning of a major structural shift in society. This is in contrast to the mainstream view which is very focused on business as usual (slide 9). This says that what we are experiencing today is a mere blip whereas the peak oil aware have been anticipating a financial meltdown for some time (slide 10).

“Expansion becomes impossible without abundant cheap energy so I think the debt of the world is going bad. That speaks of a financial crisis unseen probably equalling the Great Depression”

Colin Campbell, President, Association for the study of peak oil and gas (2006)

Transition asserts that localisation is inevitable. So how should we respond both on the individual and community level?
Stronger communities are at the heart of Transition and getting involved in community activities is not only good for people’s wellbeing it can also be extremely valuable in time of economic stress. As oil depletion intensifies, non-discretionary professions will suffer in contrast to essential activities such as food and energy supply, health, education and sustainable transport. Hence the expression “Get thee to the non-discretionary side of the economy” can be an extremely useful motto for anyone deciding on their future career path.
Transition towns are at the forefront of this structural shift and slide 13 gives examples of practical initiatives to build community and reduce oil dependency. Locally we will be taking this forward at our public event planned for November 29th.
Transition Towns are also working closely with local authorities and this is already bearing substantial progress. Witness the motion adopted recently by Somerset County Council which …”seeks to become the first Transition Authority in the UK. Agrees to undertake a review of its budgets and services to achieve a reduction in dependence on fuel oil and produce an energy descent action plan in line with the principles of the Transition Initiative. “
This is still an exception and our own local authority maintains a more established approach (slide 16). This approach assumes near infinite economic growth and an ever expanding pot of consumer spending. It ignores oil depletion and is in denial about our need to cut carbon emissions.

The Transition vision is very different and seeks to utilise the wonderful natural advantages of our area and the ability of people to access these using low carbon public transportation (slide 17). These advantages could make this area the number one low carbon leisure destination in the North West and provide secure employment for generations to come. If we get ahead of the oil depletion curve we can create a truly resilient local economy better placed to withstand the challenges ahead.






